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Lead Us...In Peace 
Will be once again march through Lent, a time of repentance in which we 
consider sin, suffering and the plight of all humanity. But…our sights are set 
on the triumph of Lent when the cross that seemed the ultimate defeat was 
dramatically turned into God’s ultimate triumph! Lent is a time when we, as 
the people of God renew our vertical relationship and dedicate ourselves 
anew in gratitude and humility.  
 
Amidst our suffering however, we never lose sight of the triumph. There is a 
lot of anguish and anxiety amongst the people of God today. Our country 
and perhaps even the entire world are divided. Over and over again we see 
stories of people pitted against each other in struggle to determine what’s 
best for our country and our world. We need to be reminded today, more 
than ever, that God’s Word will triumph. 
 
Hear these words, spoken to the German people following WWII about how 
they could experience comfort from God. "God has not yet spoken his last 
word, and his last word is never judgment but grace ... I know that God’s 
last word will be a word of grace. That lets us go joyfully into each new day 
that God gives us ... Therefore, we dare not be pessimists. Neither dare we 
be skeptics. We remain God’s rejoicing people and look ahead, up, and out 
of this present valley." 
 
Can we dare to not be pessimistic? Can we dare to not look upon love, mer-
cy and grace as skeptics, and resist the urge to respond with a word that 
tears down our brother or sister?  
 
Lenten Prayer. Lead us, God, in peace, as we seek to keep our eyes fixed on 

Jesus. Fill us with a peace that passes all human understanding, a peace the 

world cannot give to us, neither can it take away. But, holy God, let us never 

be satisfied with personal peace alone. Lead us into paths of peacemaking 

and reconciliation. And God, we pray that You might soften the hearts of 

those world leaders who are far more inclined to wage war than to seek 

peace. God, where there is brokenness, form us into instruments of for-

giveness. Where there is despair, make of us channels of Your hope. Where 

there is division, may we be empowered to bring healing and wholeness. 

Where darkness abounds, grant us courage to walk in the light, our eyes 

fixed on Jesus, the light of the world. Amen                 Pastor Jim 
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“Even now,” declares the Lord, 
“return to me with all your heart, 
 with fasting and weeping and 
mourning.” Rend your heart and 
not your garments. Return to the 
Lord your God, for he is gracious 
and compassionate, slow to anger 
and abounding in love, and he 
relents from sending calamity. 
Who knows? He may turn and 
relent and leave behind a bless-
ing—grain offerings and drink 
offerings for the Lord your God. 
 

Joel 2: 12-14 
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From the Director of Music 
Stephanie Revard 

 

IN CHRIST ALONE 
“In Christ alone my hope is found; 

He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This cornerstone, this solid ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My comforter, my all in all— 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 
In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied; 
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid— 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 
There in the ground His body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory, 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 

For I am His and He is mine— 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 
No guilt in life, no fear in death— 
This is the pow’r of Christ in me; 

From life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 
Till He returns or calls me home— 

Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.” 
 
Our song of the month is a popular, modern Chris-
tian song written by Keith Getty (Northern Ire-
land) and Stuart Townend (England), both song-
writers of Christian hymns and contemporary 
worship music. The song, with a strong Irish mel-
ody, copyrighted by Getty and Townend 2001 
Kingsway Music Thankyou Music, is the first the 
two songwriters penned down in their partnership 
of songwriting. The music was by Getty and the 
original lyrics by Townend. "In Christ Alone" is 
considered a Christian credal song for belief in 
Jesus Christ. The theme of the song is the life, 
death and resurrection of Christ, and that he is a 
God who even death cannot hold. 
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A former favorite phrase of mine was: “I am so 
LUCKY!” and I exclaimed it when describing some-
thing positive in my life. Here is ‘luck’ defined: 
 

 
 
If something bad happened, I was sure I was unlucky. 
Someone once said to me, “You are blest [blessed]!” 
and it caused me to throw out the word “luck” because 
life is not about happenstance, but about God’s provi-
dence. Here is ‘blessed’ defined: 
 

 
 
God our Father gives us many blessings. Yet life 
sometimes presents us with circumstances that do not 
leave us feeling blessed, but perhaps cursed. God did 
not create sin and evil in this world, but He does give 
us Jesus to fight our battles against sin, death, and the 
devil. This includes health scares, recurrent illness, 
financial woes, fear, anxiety, depression, family issues 
and even our own worst temptations that lead us back 
to the same sins again and again.   
 
We have a God more powerful than ANYTHING we 
currently face. Even when we do not "feel" His pres-
ence, Christ IS there to give us forgiveness and 
strength and a path to eternal life with Him.  
 
Life circumstances are not a result of “luck”. Even in 
our troubles, God’s biggest blessing is forgiveness and 
heaven, earned not by us, but by Jesus’ sacrifice: His 
death on the cross and His Resurrection for us all. 
 

 

Luck: the events or circumstances that operate for or 
against an individual (The loser muttered something 
about bad luck.) 
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/luck 

Blessed, blest: to confer prosperity or happiness up-
on (God has blessed us with four children.) 
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/blest 

Gracious Heavenly Father,  
As we discover your promises through the reading 
of your Holy Word, we are able to stand up 
against the devil's schemes. Please send an extra 
measure of your Holy Spirit to increase our faith 
and to keep us living strong for you. When we fail 
in our daily struggles, Lord, we humbly ask your 
forgiveness through the sacrifice of Jesus. Give us 
a fresh start for each day 
                                        In Christ Alone - Amen 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/luck
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/blest
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Prayer List 
Adam 

Charles Sanders Sr. 
Ashleigh 
Addison 

William blohm 
Beth Gibbs 

Cheryl 
Larry Hyde 
Bud Purcell 

Thelma & Bob Ross 
Jack Peters 

Greg 
Jackie Lee 

Alvin 
Veterans 

Federal Leadership 
Rev Paul Herter 

 

 

Church Triumphant 
Eleanor Sapak 
Tara Kelloge 
Sandy Hass 

 
Thanksgiving 
Noah Matzke 

(Baptism) 

CHRISTHOLDFAST 

Saturday, May 6, 2017 | Faith, Troy 
ChristHoldFast is a one-day event, jam-packed 
with teaching and music reminding us of Christ's 
love for us. There will be keynote speakers, pan-
el discussions, and great music centered on the 
"I Am" statements found in the Gospel of John. 
Speakers include Rev. Erick Sorensen, Rev. Dan-
iel Emery Price, Noel Jesse Heikkinen, Cindy 
Koch, Dr. Scott Keith, and Rev. RJ Grunewald.  

Lenten Worship & Soup Suppers  

Beginning with Ash Wednesday, March 1st, 2017 we 
enter the church season of Lent with a special commun-
ion & imposition of ashes service at 7:00pm. Lent is that 
special time of the year in which we have some extra 
time for spiritual reflection & repentance! Then each of 
the following Wednesdays until Palm Sunday & Holy 
Week, we’ll have a special time for Worship with the 7th 
& 8th Grade confirmands joining Pastor & Stephanie in 
leading our time together with God. Each of these 
weeks we will have a Soup Supper starting at 6:00pm, 
with congregational participation in bringing soups and 
desserts with grilled cheese & pickles 
being provided. So mark your calendars 
and plan on joining our walk together 
through Lent!  


